fifteen parvas of the great epic. Tikkana is famous for his
dition, poetic art and statesmenship. He wrote his ANDf-
MAHABHARATA in the middle of the thirteenth century ^
His work is considered not as a simple translation of the great (
but almost an original Kdvya. Hence, though the theme is
same, his work exhibits a new treatment on many occasions.
course taking the clue from the original he expands at some pla
abridges on some other occasions. Chronolgoically he must 1
contemporary of Agastyapandita. As pointed out earlier Aga
was living in early 13th century. Most of the critics are of the o^
ion that Tikkana was writing his work Probably by about 1260 F
and visited the court of king Ganapati Deva of Warangal in
same year.

Tikkana's originality and special poetic skill are mostly evid
in his narration of the Virdtaparva of the epic. It is gener
felt that he worte Virdtaparva as if it is a Mahakdvya with all
literary skills. A comparative study of the BALABHARATA ;

Tikkana's ANDHRA MAHABHARATA reveals much influe
of the former over the latter. It is in no way a blemish or a fault
the part of Tikkana. He is the unrivalled poet of the Andhrad(
He might have read the BALABHARATA of Agastya writter
Samskrita. Every verse of Tikkana exhibits his originality and sl
But underneath the monumental artistic structure of his we
traces of the blue prints of Agastya's idiom are discernible. E\
Anandavardhana allows such a resemblance between poets and s
that, however the originality of a poet always predominates a
almost submerges any guidelines he takes from the earlier writin
Great poets may and often think alike even without having c
acquaintance with each other or with their respective works. E
to later critics echoes and resemblances are discernible amoq
different Kdvyas. Because of the proximity in time and in pla
of living (Andhrade.?a) influence of Agastya on Tikkana is qu
possible.